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Keep in touch! Check out our web site for Monthly Special Offers, New lines coming in All the time ...
Like us on Facebook, email irishimportshop@hotmail.com to receive our e-newsletter

Mondays - Fridays 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM,  Saturdays 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM,  Sundays Noon - 4pm

Celebrate Anne’s retirement 
at her ‘Goodbye Party’ 

on November 12th 
from 3pm -6pm at the shop. 

Wish her well before she returns 
to Ireland.

Barry’s, Bewley’s, Lyon’s Tea, 
Afternoon Tea & Chocolate 

Kimberley Biscuits, 
Milk Tray, Roses, 

Quality Street, Chocolates, 
Sausage Rolls, 

Pork Pies, Meat Pies, 
Tayto Crisps, Flahavan’s 
Oatmeal, Chivers Jams, 

Rose’s Marmalades, Follain’s 
Marmalades, Mushy Peas, 
Beans, Branston Pickles, 

Coleman’s Mustards and lots 
more imported foods!

The enthusiasm in his voice 
is apparent as Tommy 
Mac shows his plans for 

the new storefront of the 54 
year old Irish Import Shop on 
Vine Street in Hollywood. He 
is the proud, third owner of 
the well-known store that has 
become a landmark for the 
Irish in Los Angeles. “I remem-
ber walking into the store and 
meeting Jonesy and Anne, the 
original owners, when I first 
arrived from New York back in 
1984. I am honored to con-
tinue that tradition all these 
years later.”

Tommy, AKA Thom Mac-
Namara, is well know in the 
Irish community of Los Ange-
les. Over the years Tommy has 
been the Executive Director of 
the Celtic Arts Center and he 
has been given a Certificate of 
Commendation from the Los 
Angeles City Council for his 
efforts. He was the Producers 
Guild International Commit-
tee’s representative to Ireland 
and has been the bass drummer 
for the Los Angeles Police Emer-
ald Society’s for over a decade, 
not to mention he produced 
the annual Celtic Concert Series 
and the Ford Amphitheater for 
10 years. Taking over the Irish 
Import Shop seems like a good 
fit for him.

Although he is proud of his 
heritage, he is the only mem-
ber of his family who was not 

actually born in Ireland. “I was 
‘The Yank,’ born on Flag Day in 
the Bronx, New York, and my 
parents told me all the Ameri-
can Flags our neighbors flew 
from their windows, every June 
14th, was to honor me as ‘The 
Yank.’ My Mom was from Bal-
lina in County Mayo, my Dad 
was from Lisdoonvarna, County 
Clare and my sister and broth-
ers were born in Dublin before 
they all emigrated to the US.” 

Tommy grew up in a very 
Irish neighborhood in the 
Kingsbridge section of the 
Northwest Bronx and worked at 
Pat Mitchell’s Irish Food Store 
when he was in high school. So 
he is no stranger to the busi-
ness. 

Anne Colburn, who ran 
the shop for the past 15 years, 
passed the baton to Tommy on 
October 1st and will be retiring 
back to Dublin in November. 

“I have great admiration for 
Anne and I am very thankful 

for her continued support as I 
take the reins of this celebrated 
shop. It is my hope that I can 
continue her fine reputation for 
creating a little bit of Ireland 
in the madness of Hollywood,” 
Tommy told The Irish Herald.

Look for some changes in 
the coming months as Tommy 
brings his own touch to the 
shop. He plans to expand the 
grocery section and is even 
hinting at bringing some music 
and art into the store. 

He is also taking advantage 
of social marketing, so look for 
the store on Yelp, follow the 
Facebook page and watch for a 
new and improved website. As 
always, it will be a great place to 
get Christmas presents and will 
remain the St Patrick’s head-
quarters for Los Angeles. Oh, 
and don’t forget to stop by to 
see the new storefront that will 
be up very soon. Tommy says: 
“It will be a homage to the clas-
sic Irish storefront.”

The Oldest Irish Import Shop On The West Coast Will Remain 
Open As The Baton Is Passed To The Next Generation!

New owner Tommy Mac with Anne Colburn, who owned 
the Irish Import Shop in Hollywood for the last 15 years.

“I remember walking into the store 
and meeting Jonesy and Anne, 

the original owners, when I first 
arrived from New York back in 

1984. I am honored to continue 
that tradition all these years later.”

Fully stocked for ALL your Christmas needs including: Irish 
Christmas Puddings & Crackers, as well as unique gifts direct from Ireland.


